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During the remote hearing the COGCC held on April 29, Commissioner Brenda Haun asked several 

questions about shut-in wells. She was particularly surprised to hear that Colorado did not have a 

form for an operator to submit when they shut-in a well. 

How do agencies get notified of operators temporarily shutting in wells? They don’t. At least  

not until 15 days after the end of each month. Or 60 days for some states. 

Is this a problem? Companies shut-in wells for a variety of reasons and for a variety of  

durations so submitting forms each time a well changes status adds to already burdensome 

compliance requirements. 

Commissioner Haun’s reaction, however, seemed to suggest that the current processes for tracking 

shut-in wells will be reviewed, most likely resulting in yet another form being developed and 

collected, and another area for compliance or non-compliance (there’s no in-between). 

What is most important for operators to know about shutting-in a well is the two-year 

mark? For most states, the requirement is that two years after being shut-in, a well must have a 

mechanical integrity test completed and results submitted to the state. These tests are expensive. 

Therefore, close tracking of shut-in wells and their status is critical. 

Ensuring that monthly operators reports are submitted on time and accurately is essential. This 

allows state regulatory agencies the ability to not only assess and report production, but also gives 

them an easy potential enforcement area. If monthly reports are not accurate, a violation could follow. 

Further, close tracking of the wells ensures you know your exact timelines for restarting your wells to 

avoid potential economic issues down the road with costly tests to keep wells in shut-in status.

Since the time of that hearing, the COGCC has issued Notices of Alleged Violations (NOAVs) 

specific to these reports being incomplete.  In fact, of the 132 NOAVs issued in June, 93% of them are 

related to these monthly operator reports. As mentioned earlier, it’s an easy enforcement area.

For compliance and permitting related issues and questions please contact:

Melanie Adams
Compliance Division Manager
TCO Compliance
E: MelAdams@TCOLandServices.com
T: (303) 298–8108
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